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In recognition of a career of scientific achievement and contributions to AAI and fellow immunologists W hen I first learned that my colleagues had honored me with the privilege of representing them on AAI Council and that one day I would become president of AAI, I thought about how lucky I was to have gone into research. Of course, luck played a part in my being accorded this honor, but a larger part was due to the patience of my mentors and the hard work and talent of the trainees I have had the privilege to mentor. And then there are the colleagues with whom I have collaborated over the years, each of whom greatly enriched the scope of my research, and, importantly, whom I treasure as dear friends. This year's President's Symposium takes a slightly different direction from most. Rather than focusing on a single topic, I have focused on the research of several highly accomplished immunologists who also happen to have been my highly valued collaborators. If there is a scientific link in their research, it is that at some point in their careers, our research intersected. These are my close collaborators and friendsor, as I call them, my "partners in crime." I apologize for such self-indulgence, but I considered this opportunity to bring together, in one session, colleagues whom I greatly admire and respect to be one of the great privileges associated with my tenure as president of AAI! Matthew F. Mescher. When I went to Harvard Medical School to work as a postdoctoral fellow with Steve Burakoff and Baruj Benacerraf, I selected a project that was at the very heart of T cell biology and a great mystery at that time, the molecular basis for TCR recognition. We knew the MHC was important, but there was great debate about whether other molecules contributed as well. Matthew Mescher was a newly minted assistant professor who had come from Strominger's lab and wanted to address this question by purifying MHC molecules. Together, we demonstrated that MHC molecules contained all the information required for induction of a secondary response by alloantigen-specific cytolytic T lymphocytes. Of course other information is required for naive T cell activation, such as costimulation as demonstrated by our past AAI president Marc Jenkins. Matt Mescher has been at the forefront of demonstrating the important role of yet a third signal, inflammatory cytokines, which we will hear about in this symposium.
William R. Heath. Years later at The Scripps Research Institute (TSRI), Bill Heath and I further demonstrated that allogeneic MHC molecules contained peptides that were also required for TCR recognition. Bill, who was a postdoctoral fellow at the time, then went on to a highly successful career in cellular immunology. Recently, he and his long-term collaborator Frank Carbone have turned their attention to the importance of tissue-resident T cells in defense against pathogens, a field they have helped to pioneer. Linda S. Wicker. I first met Linda Wicker at a conference on diabetes when I talked about a new model my lab had developed for looking at the activation of islet antigenspecific CD8 T cells in draining lymph nodes of diabetesprone NOD mice. Linda wrote the book on the genetic basis of the development of diabetes in NOD mice and wondered whether our model could be used to dissect the cellular consequences of the genetic polymorphisms that contributed to disease. This led to some of the most stimulating scientific conversations I have ever had and to a long-term collaboration. Her work on the genetics of type 1 diabetes and the immunological consequences in mice and humans has led to numerous breakthroughs in the field and, now, to an immunotherapeutic approach to the disease that we will hear about in this symposium.
Charles D. Surh. Charlie Surh started as a postdoctoral fellow at TSRI with Jon Sprent and advanced through the ranks to become professor. Their talent and ingenuity in the areas of thymic development, tolerance, and homeostasis is legendary. Recently, Charlie's research on homeostasis led him to South Korea, where he was provided an opportunity to set up his own institute to study the role of gut antigens in lymphocyte homeostasis and development of the immune system. He has the only mouse colony in the world that has not only germ-free, but also antigen-free mice. This work has provided a window into the fundamental role of antigen in the development of the immune system, a role we will hear about in this symposium. 
LECTURES AND AWARD PRESENTATIONS AAI BUSINESS MEETING & AWARDS PRESENTATIONS
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1:00 PM -2:30 PM AAI reports on the "state of the association" to its members at every AAI annual meeting. Members will hear from the Executive Director, the Secretary-Treasurer, the Editor-inChief of The Journal of Immunology (The JI), and the Chair of the Committee on Public Affairs on the financial standing of AAI, the status of The JI, important public policy issues, and other items of interest for the membership. Special 2015 AAI awards will also be presented during this session. 
AAI Distinguished Service Award Presentation
A M P A i i T A R A t t T Award Recipient: R D A
AAI Lifetime Achievement Award Presentation
AAI-BD Biosciences Investigator Award Presentation and Lecture
The AAI-BD Biosciences Investigator Award recognizes an earlycareer investigator who has made outstanding contributions to the field of immunology.
AAI-BioLegend Herzenberg Award Presentation
Generously supported by BioLegend SATURDAY, MAY 9, 6:00 PM Advances in translational immunology research have led to new approaches to awaken the immune system in the battle against infection, cancer, and autoimmune disease. This session will include discussion of present approaches and future directions that will be valuable to immunologists interested in translational research. 
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS
Through workshops, roundtables, and one-on-one counseling, IMMUNOLOGY 2015™ provides critical career development programs.
Career sessions and services this year include:
• NIH Grants Workshop
• Careers in Biotech: Panel Discussion and Networking
• Careers and Networking Roundtables (2)
• How to Convert Your CV into a Resumé (followed by one-onone consulting)
• Interviewing for a Job
• Secrets for a Successful Postdoctoral Fellowship AAI is also offering an online and onsite Jobs Board free to meeting registrants and exhibitors.
This workshop will provide participants with an overview of NIH grant application, review, and management. Emphasis will be given to identification of the most appropriate funding agency, how to make an application "reviewer friendly," and other strategies that contribute to applications that succeed in obtaining research funding. The workshop will also provide information on how to understand the peer review system, which is essential to competing successfully for funding, with a focus on recent changes to the review process. NIH review, grants management, and program staff will provide a broad array of expertise and encourage questions from seminar participants. This workshop is open to anyone but is especially intended for new faculty members, young investigators, and advanced postdoctoral fellows. 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS 2014 AAI CAREER AWARD RECIPIENTS
CAREER DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS
Program details at aai.org/Education/GRIP Get a GRIP: An AAI program designed to to h help new investigators prepar re e thei eir r NI NIH H gran nt t pr prop oposals
The AAI Grant Review for Immu unolog gists Pro ogram (GRIP) of ff fers s new pri incipal inves sti tiga gato tors (PIs) access to established PIs for guidance in prepar a ing gra ant proposals as they embark on their independent careers. E Early-career PIs (assistant prof ofe esso ors r or equi iva v lents) are invited to submit their grants' "Specifi fic Aims" pages to the GRIP coo ordinator who, with the assistance of o a small volunteer subcommit ittee, will attempt to match each topic of the proposal with the research experience of an established PI. Matches will l be made as quickly as a possible to allow participants to meet upco oming NIH gr g ant deadlines. Partici c pation is open only to AAI re egular members and is strictly voluntary. The program is not intended to supplant internal m mentoring programs at applican nts' institutions. of getting the most out of your postdoctoral fellowship, relating successfully with your mentor, and understanding how to use the resources available to you to ensure that your training prepares you adequately for a seamless transition into the next phase of your career.
